IG: Measures of Center and Measures of Spread – Warm-up – February 22, 2012
Elliot School had 28 graduates this year.  The town turned out to witness the graduation of John Wilson, age 80.  Of the other graduates, seven were 17 years old, nineteen were 18 years old, and one was 19 years old.  One person remarked, 

“The average age of the graduates must be about 35 years.”

1) Was the person’s estimate of the average age correct?
2) Now support your answer to question #1 with numerical documentation.
A teacher presents a lesson two ways, each with a different group of students.

Group 1 scores:  8, 3, 5, 3, 9    Mean ________  Median ________ Mode _______
Group 2 scores:  5, 6, 1, 5, 4    Mean ________  Median ________ Mode _______
3) Using measures of central tendency, do you think one group did better than the other?  Explain with numerical documentation.

4) Find the standard deviation for each group. Would this information help the teacher make a decision about instruction?  Explain.

